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Has Your Building Been Closed for'an Extended Time?

FLUSH THE PIPES.

A Reminder for Schools, WHO SHOULD FLUSH

Businesses, and FaCilites All facilities, buildings and schools that have been dormant, closed or had a
that Have Been Closed significant drop in water usage.

as a Result of COVID-19 WHAT TO FLUSH

Be sure to flush your pipes to maintain water quality. We recommend flushing:

Extended periods of inactivity can cause

lead or copper |eaching or bacteria » Toilets: At least twice (thIS will help to move fresh water through the

growth. Taking proper steps can help plumbing)

minimize potential exposure to these P Faucets: Run at full flow for at least 2 minutes

contaminants. P Showers: Run at full flow for at least 2 minutes

The Village of Barrington is always commit- » Other Appliances/Apparatus: We recommend flushing other

ted to delivering clean, safe and reliable wa- appliances and apparatus thoroughly, at full flow, bringing fresh water

ter and wastewater services to you during into the system. Preferably run the water until you are able to smell the

the COVID-19 public health emergency. chlorine in the water. If you have an appliance such as a refrigerator or ice
maker that has a filter, upon completion of flushing, follow manufactur-

As buildings reopen, businesses, school er’s instructions for replacing water filters.

districts and property management teams

will begin the process of restarting build- Once flushing has been completed and filters have

ing systems that have been dormant for been replaced, REMEMBER TO:

a significant amount of time, making sure » Use cold water for drinking and cooking. Hot water has the potential
that water systems and equipment are in to contain more lead than cold water. If hot water is needed for cooking,
working order. heat cold water on the stove or in the microwave.

Large building owners and operators are P Routinely remove and clean all faucet aerators.

encouraged to adopt a proactive approach P Follow manufacturer’s instructions for replacing water filters in
that includes proper flushing procedures, household appliances, such as refrigerators and ice makers, as well as

assuring the presence of disinfectant resid- home water treatment units and pitchers. Look for NSF 53 certified filters.

uals, adjustment of hot water temperature,

and proper maintenance of building plumb-

ing and heating/cooling systems. Proper MORE IN FORMATION

flushing of plumbing before reoccupying
these buildings is essential and should be P> Contact the US Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water

performed biweekly if possible and again Hotline at 1-800-426-4791

the weekend before opening. » Go to www.barrington-il.gov/water for links to helpful resources.



